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SUB J : SEIZURE OF US TUNA VESSELS: AMBASSADOR'S VISIT TO 

SALINAS 

REF: QUITO 840 

1. ON FEB. 6, AMBASSADOR BREWSTER ACCOMPANIED BY NAVAL ATTACHE 
RALPH AND CG DEWITT, TRAVELLED TO SALINAS FOR A MEETING WITH CAPTAINS 
OF SEIZED TUNA VESSELS AND BOAT OWNERS' REPRESENTATIVES. 2-HOUR 
WORKING LUNCHEON ATTENDED BY CAPTAINS AND OTHER OFFICERS OF SEVEN 
US TUNA VESSELS AS WELL AS VICE PRESIDENT FOR OPERATIONS OF ZAPATA 
OCEAN RESOURCES AND PRESIDENT OF STARKIST INTERNATIONAL. IN 

OPENING REMARKS, AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED HIS SERIOUS CONCERN.AND THAT OF 

USG, FOR SITUATION OF OFFICERS AND MEN OF SEIZED TUNA BOATS; 

REVIEWED ACTIONS TAKEN IN QUITO AND WASHINGTON TO EXPEDITE RELEASE OF 
VESSELS; AND ASKED FOR COMMENTS, OPINIONS, AND QUESTIONS FROM THOSE 
PRESENT. AN OPEN, FRANK, AND SOMETIMES HEATED DIALOGUE ENSUED. 

2. IT OBVIOUS AND UNDERSTANDABLE THAT BOAT CAPTAINS EARNESTLY 
WISH AN IMMEDIATE TERMINATION OF DETENTION SO THEY MAY RETURN TO 
FISHING OPERATIONS. THE LONGER THE PERIOD OF ENFORMED INACTIVITY, 
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DOES THE TEMPTATION TO INITIATE ACTION ON THEIR OWN, SUCH AS 
ATTEMPTING TO DEPART SALINAS OR TO CONTAMINATE THE CATCH ON BOARD 
IF THREATENED WITH PHYSICAL CONFISCATION OF FISH. ALTHOUGH AMBASSADOR 

PROVIDED DETAILED EXPLANATION OF STEPS TAKEN TO SECURE EARLY 
DEPARTURE, HE WAS UNABLE PROVIDE THE ONE THING SOUGHT BY BOAT 
CAPTAINS - AN IMMEDIATE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM. 

3. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO EFFECT DEPARTURE OF SEIZED 
VESSELS AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. IN INTERIM, WE WILL SEEK TO 
HAVE NUMBER OF GUARDS ON VESSELS REDUCED AND BAN ON RADIO 
OPERATIONS LIFTED. 

DEWITT 
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